Spirit Kindle Grant for 2016
Student ministry, specifically at the University of Alabama, is the primary focus of University Lutheran Church. We do have a small active congregation that helps support student ministry as well as outreach to the community. During 2016 we have done the following:
Because of the growth in the student group numbers it was necessary to purchase new Lutheran Service Book hymnals for worship service.
The church needed and purchased new signage  for the front of the building. It has the web site, phone number and Pastor’s name for anyone who needs to make contact. 
During the summer we receive lists of incoming students who indicate they are Lutheran. A post card with information about the church is sent to each student. 
We participate in the University Interfaith Council, in order to maintain a relationship with the University of Alabama as an officially registered student organization, and to also engage with the local community and other service organizations.
ULC maintains a web site, Facebook page and other social media accounts as a means of engaging with the local community and student body. It has proven helpful to people visiting campus. 
In April the Student Group went on a celebratory end of year day trip to New Orleans.
Pastor participates in Bama Bound Orientation during the summer. Incoming students are able to meet representatives of campus organizations including faith-based organizations during orientation. At the beginning of the academic year the University sponsors “Get On Board Day.” Registered Student Organizations are encouraged to participate. ULC hands out information about the church along with a free Red Box code on each one. 
It is important to make contact with students on an individual basis to build and maintain relationships with them. Pastor takes each student in our student group to lunch during the early part of the academic year so that he can begin to foster and develop pastoral relationships with them. 
ULC sponsored a free showing of Luther at the Bama Theater in downtown Tuscaloosa as a way to build community relationships and offer more information about being Lutheran. Students and community were invited to attend.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To reach students we had a Snap Chat filter done for ULC. It was available during the Homecoming football game against Kentucky.  In the area around ULC we had 62 uses and over 2000 views. At the Walk of Champions we had 115 uses and over 4000 views. We plan to continue this means of promotion during future select football games and other campus events.  







