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Stewardship and Worship

St. John Lutheran Church just finished afall stewardship emphasis
based on the Offertory hymn “What Shall | Render for all His Benefits to
Me?" Following up on the mailing to every household during the previous
week, the announcements and sermon reinforced for the congregation
the significance of the eight-week emphasis. It is anticipated that every
time this part of the liturgy is sung during the months and years ahead,
worshipers will hear these words as a call to be God's stewards. Periodic
statements in newdletters and bulletins will keep the emphasis alive.

Community of Grace Lutheran Church placed a major emphasis on
reaching unchurched young adults in their community. As the congregation
welcomed many new members, it discovered that managing personal
finances and understanding Biblical stewardship are major needs. With this
in mind, the congregation initiated an intentional effort on Sunday morn-
ings to teach Biblical stewardship. Periodically the lessons for the day
reflect atheme in which living the Christian life naturally leads to steward-
ship emphasis in the message for the day. A specific effort is made to
include newer hymns with stewardship themes. It is understood that mak-
ing Biblical stewardship away of life for al congregation members
requires continual reinforcement.

Introduction

This section is intended to assist pastors and worship team leaders who
desire to make regular stewardship emphases in worship services. The
assumption is that no matter what style of worship, worship is celebration.
God's peopl e have so much to be thankful for and stewardship
flows out of that conscious thanksgiving. It is the “free and joyous activity

of God's family the church” gathered together around Word and Sacrament.

In this section the reader will find resources to bring appropriate steward-
ship foci to worship.

Notes
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Notes

The greatest opportunity to teach the principles of
stewardship to members happens each Sunday. As
people of God gather around Word and Sacrament,
they also come together as a response to God for His
gift of savation. Thisresponse is the basis for the
stewardship life.

Numerous opportunities for stewardship educa-
tion present themselves in the worship service:

« the lectionary readings and texts,
« the form and text of the liturgy,
« the offering itself.

In bringing stewardship themes into worship it
is important to remember that most worshipers will hear “money” when the
subject is “being God's stewards.” A deliberate emphasis will need to be
made that connects stewardship with “al of life.”

Each day the worshiping congregation becomes more diverse. New
members need to be fed the basics of stewardship. Long time servants need
to be challenged to continual baptismal renewal and growth. Those worship-
ing in the congregation for the first time will need to be told that they are
welcome and the congregation is glad they have joined the worship. Such
statements only scratch the surface of the diversity of those gathered to wor-
ship. Connecting the Gospel with each individual is a challenge
undertaken with fervent prayer for guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Stewardship Every Sunday

The three-year lectionary has a surprising variety of readings on broad
and narrow stewardship themes. In fact, it would probably be more effective
to work with those themes as they occur through the year rather than con-
centrate preaching on a short-term series of stewardship sermons.

Since the concepts of stewardship are so inherent in Scripture, making a
stewardship application of one of the Sunday readings does not have to be
“forced.” The pastor who looks at the readings with stewardship eyes will
recognize this fact.

Helping members learn and practice stewardship is not accomplished
simply by planning a once-a-year emphasis. A better approach is to incorpo-
rate and teach stewardship principles as a natural part of a Gospel response
al year long. The sheer variety of preaching possibilities should not be sur-
prising. Scripture has about 500 verses on faith, more than 500 on prayer but
more than 2,000 on managing money and possessions. Regular preaching
that incorporates stewardship themes demonstrates the whole counsel of
God.

A common tradition has been to preach an annual fall series of steward-
ship sermons around the time of Thanksgiving, or in support of gathering
financial pledges for the coming year. Many times, members harbor resent-
ment or grow resistant to this plan, complaining that the church just wants to
separate them from their money. If stewardship is equated only with a pledg-
ing process, this may be a legitimate observation.

Pastors often look forward to an annual stewardship sermon series with
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less than unbridled enthusiasm. So why would a pastor put himself and the
congregation through this process? It is well known that the concept of
financial management heightens member sensitivity. As a result, many pas-
tors avoid raising the issue at all costsin order to maintain a warm, happy
working relationship with congregational members.

Once pastors are convinced of the centrality of stewardship in the
Christian life, they realize the varied expressions of stewardship they can
offer to their members. Stewardship can be a normal dimension of every
sermon.

Exercise

Individualy, or in a group with other pastors:

1) Choose a season of the church year or a four-to-six-week seguence of
readings.

2) ldentify a stewardship concept in each of the readings. Look for both
broad issues (“managing life for God’s purposes’) and narrow issues
(“giving of personal resources”).

3) Plan an illustration useful in a sermon for each issue discovered.

See the resources section at the end of this booklet for helpsin identify-
ing a stewardship theme for each Sunday of the church year. Also see the
booklet in this collection caled “Planning Year-Round Stewardship” for
assistance.

The other propers for each Sunday can be reviewed for their steward-
ship implications. The Psalmody, Introits and Graduals often reveal stew-
ardship lessons for the careful observer. The Prayer of the Day often
includes stewardship issues.

Examine the various liturgies of the church with “stewardship eyes” At
any number of placesin the service the worshiping congregation gives
voice to stewardship language:

“serve you in holiness and righteousness . . .” Advent 111

“that in al our works. . . we may glorify your name. . .” Christmas|
“grace to use your gifts. . .” Epiphany IlI

“do those things that are pleasing . . .” Epiphany V

“acknowledge your merciful goodness . . .” Lent IV

“anew man arise to live before you in righteousness and purity . . .” Easter
“bring forth fruits of resurrection in our lives. . .” Easter Il

“cheerfully accomplish whatever things you want . . .” Pentecost VIII
“bring forth in us the fruits of good works . . .” Pentecost XV

“please you in both will and deed . . . Pentecost XIX

Stewardship in the Liturgy

Another useful exercise is to examine the various liturgies of the church
with “stewardship eyes.” At any number of placesin our hymnals the con-
gregation gives voice to stewardship language.

For example, Divine Service Il and Holy Communion Settings One and
Two are filled with stewardship:

« Beginning with the Invocation, “In the name of the Father and of the Son

Notes

Contents |

Back |

Next |




Contents Back Next

PASTOR

Notes

and of the Holy Spirit,” we are reminded of our Baptism into Christ—a
baptism that not only washes away our sins but gives us the privilege of
being about the Father's business. We have been baptized into Christ so
that we may be about the commission of bringing in
others. In thiswork we are stewards of the Gospel.

With the confession, we bring before God “what

we have done and what we have left undone”—
including managing all of life and life's resources for
God's purposes. For this, too, we ask for and receive
God's gracious forgiveness.

« The kyrie invites the congregation to pray “for the
peace of the whole world, the well-being of the church of God and for the
unity of al .... “ By these words we are reminded of the worldwide nature
of our stewarding. “Thisisthe Feast” reminds us that “ power, riches, wis-
dom and strength ... are his.” We have been made trustees, managers, of
the things of God.

« The creeds confess the “maker of heaven and earth.” His ownership of all
is of the essence of our faith. Luther’s explanations of the creeds’ articles
contain exceptional stewardship language.

* The section of prayersisintroduced with “Let us pray for the whole
people of God and for all people according to their needs.” Again, we
meet a wide scope of stewardship concerns.

The two offertories are filled with images of fruitful vineyards and the
abundant harvest, which are gathered to make atable that is the “foretaste
of the feast to come” We are invited to “offer the sacrifice of thanksgiv-
ing” in response to “all His benefits.”

The Lord’s Prayer includes a petition for the necessities of daily life
(daily bread) while acknowledging that the kingdom, power and glory
belong to the One whom we ask, just as dear children ask a gracious
Father.

In the communion the body and blood of Christ are God's gifts to His
people empowering us for our stewardship tasks. In response to these
gifts of God’'s love we live to share faithfully His many blessings. What
else can we do but “Thank the Lord and sing His praise,” telling everyone
what He has done.

» As we |leave the worship service to go about these tasks we part with a
benediction.

Other services provide additional teaching opportunities:

« Holy Baptism reminds the faithful that we are reborn of water and the
Spirit, and the newly baptized is given alighted candle with the charge to
“live always by the light of Christ.” The congregation prays that the
newly baptized live “a godly life to the praise and honor of Your holy
name.” The newly baptized is welcomed as a worker (read: steward) with
us in the Kingdom of God. This theme is continued in confirmation
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when the instruction given to the church to “teach them to observe all
things’ is repeated, followed by the prayer that the confirmed will be
“bringing forth the fruits of faith.”

» Matins and Morning Prayer use the Venite, Psalm 95, with its themes of
thanksgiving for the gifts of God, acknowledging His ownership. The
second collect in Matins becomes quite explicit: “that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness toward us, give thanks for all Your
benefits, and cheerfully serve You.”

* Vespers and Evening Prayer lead the congregation to join in the “lifting
up of hands as the evening sacrifice.” Two petitions in Evening Prayer
invite us to pray “for those who bring offerings, those who do good
works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and al the
people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy,”
and to pray “for favorable weather, for the abundance of the fruits of the
earth, and for peaceful times”

The Offering

The pastor is usually busy preparing prayers or the Lord's Table during
the offering. If the pastor were to observe the behavior of members during
the offering, he might see them reading the bulletin news, completing atten-
dance cards, writing checks and inserting them in envelopes, or just “taking
abreak.” In many congregations, the offering becomes an intermission—a
disconnect—between the Service of the Word and the Sacrament.

In redlity, the offering is an integral part of worship itself. As the “vol-
untary,” it is the place where worshipers bring themselves to God's atar.

For Old Testament believers, bringing the sacrifice to the altar—bring-
ing their offering—was their worship. It could not be disconnected from
the rest of the action.

The offering should not be seen as an embarrassing intrusion into wor-
ship. Inredlity, it is one of the most significant parts of the service—and
not because the congregation requires members’ offerings to survive. God
does not need our offerings (Ps. 50:9-12); God desires our offerings.

God wanted only one thing from the sacrifices of the Israglites: the
sweet smelling aroma. That aroma issued from the hearts of the people,
not from the smoke of the sacrifice. “We are the aroma of God” (2 Cor.
2:14-16) when we properly (with the right attitude) worship God with our
offerings.

Offerings are worship in that they show trust and dependence on God
for all we are and have. Our offerings acknowledge His grace-giftsto usin
all aspects of life, both physical and spiritual, and demonstrate our manage-
ment of what He has given.

The offering is a point at which life and faith intersect. Having heard
the Gospel of God's grace to His people in Jesus Christ, the worshiper
returns a portion of God'’s blessings as awitness of dedicating his whole
life to the service of God.

In one sense, the offering is aliturgical atar call. It isin the offering
that the faithful response of God's people takes tangible form. It is almost
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as if the worshiper places himself in the offering basket that is carried to
the altar and dedicated to God's purposes. The worshiper confesses, asin
the hymn, “Take my life and let it be consecrated Lord to Thee”

The Apology to the Augsburg Confession X X1V provides the theol ogi-
cal foundation for this understanding of stewardship with its explanation of
the sacrifice in the mass. In making the distinction between propitiatory
and eucharistic sacrifice, the Apology approves the concept of eucharistic
sacrifice, which, while not meriting forgiveness, is away for the faithful to
“give thanks or show their gratitude for the forgiveness of sins and other
blessings received” (19). This eucharistic function of the offering serves as
the connecting link between the Service of the Word and the Lord's Supper.
If the offering is not part of worship, the bridge is missing.

Citing the Levitical sacrifices, the Apology approves the eucharistic sac-
rifices including the thank offering, the first fruits and the tithes (21).

[The six Bible studies in “Back to Basics in Giving-Sacrificial Giving”
(see resources below) titled “ Sacrificial Living and Giving” are excellent
lessons on Old and New Testament views of sacrifice.]

Stewardship (managing al of life and life's resources for God's purpos-
es) and Eucharist (the thankful gathering of the faithful around Word and
Sacrament) come together in a dramatic manner as the elements are gath-
ered for the communion. Some of the gifts, bread and wine, are immediate-
ly put to use in His service. Other gifts are reserved for other aspects of the
church’s mission. But gathering gifts in the offering symbolizes something
far greater: the dedication to God of all of life and life's resources each and
every waking moment.

This understanding is captured in prayers spoken after the Offertory in
many L utheran churches:

Blessed are you, 0 Lord our God, maker of all things. Through Your
goodness You have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves
to Your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that
You have made, for the sake of Him who gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what You have first
given us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of Your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of Him who offered Himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

It isn't just the money that is put into the basket and brought forward.
Those gifts are but tokens of the offering of self to God's service. Eugene
Brand summarizes his understanding in his article, “ The Offering: Theory
and Practice” in the anthology Teaching and Preaching Stewardship.

“The offering is such a symbolic action. The gifts are offered in token
of our self-offering. With them we mean to lay ourselves
upon God's altar, to be at God's service. The offering,
then, responds to God with a pledge of servanthood. It
isa symbolic gesture of surrender and thus of the obe-
dient will. As God in Christ took the form of a servant
and offered Jesus Christ for us, we respond to
this gracious gift by offering ourselves to
God. But what can one do for God? One can
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obediently follow Jesus' model of In the Nigerian sister church
servanthood—can serve others. A body of the LCM S people Notes

true offering, then, cannot be a pri-
vate transaction between oneself and
God; it can only be a channeling to
others of what one has received’

regularly bring their offer-
ings to the altar during wor -
ship. Thisisatime of great

(page 45). celebration marked by tradi-
One writer recommendsthat the  tional dancing both to and
congregation regularly include a from the altar.

“One Minute Stewardship Sermon”

before the offering is gathered. The

content of these messages may vary from giving thanks for volunteersin
specific congregation ministries, to a quick word about how one aspect of
congregation life is sustained by offerings, to a celebration of a ministry of
District or Synod that takes place as a result of the congregation’s mission
offerings, to alink with the Sunday Scripture readings or worship service.
Note that these messages are not asking for more money, but rather are cel-
ebrating what is already happening by God's grace in the congregation.

Exercise

Use a narrative service (see resources listing below) to walk through the
liturgy and readings to highlight and comment on the stewardship implica-
tions in worship. Use this same approach for your next adult information
classin the lesson in which the worship service is explained. In this way,
the connection of worship and stewardship can be made clear.

Stewardship in the Hymnody

Lutheran Hymn books have a variety of texts that raise up stewardship
themes. Many grew up singing “take my silver and my gold, not a mite
would | withhold.” The sung praise of the people of God contributes to
steward formation throughout the Christian life. Worship will assist in
developing God's stewards by singing those hymns throughout the year
(referencing them in sermons, too).

Additional resources are available in the hymnody of other Christian
churches. Used with appropriate doctrinal discretion, these hymns may add
variety and celebration to worship. Interesting hymns include: “We Are
Offerings,” “Give Thanks,” “It Isa Good Thing to Give Thanks,” “We
Bring the Sacrifice of Praise,” “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ,” “All
Things Are Yours”

Miscellaneous ldeas
« Highlight a special monthly offerings for a specific mission.

» Commission those making volunteer mission trips in the worship service.
Hear their reports following their return to the congregation

* Rogation emphases need not be confined to rural congregations. Prayers
for blessing of seed and soil may assist urban residents to make the con-
nection with our dependence on the goodness of God for food and water.

* Stewardship prayers before the offerings.
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« Stewardship prayers following the offering may
lead into the prayer of the church. The
steady drip, drip, drip of stewardship
themes in prayers will have a positive
effect over the long haul.

Y PLANTITG
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» Media—video clips will reinforce remem-
bering messages about stewardship.

* Personal testimony about the grace of giving
is along accepted practice in worship.

« Volunteer recognition Sunday for all those who serve.
A dinner may follow the service.

» Mark progress with building programs or fund drives with sung “ doxolo-
gies’ at milestones.

« Tell people in worship what happens because of generous offerings.
Make sure the subjects are more than maintaining the system.

» New confirmands (including children) are given offering envelopes and
the opportunity to make a giving commitment. Obtain and use “ Spiritua
Gifts Inventories’ for Youth.

« With the great variety and diversity of peoplein our congregations the
presentation of options and choices is important. Help people understand
there is not one way to be God's steward.

Resources

Hilbert J. Berger, Now Concerning the Offering,
Discipleship Resources,

Nashville, Tenn. 1987. An interesting
collection of offertory sentences and
brief stewardship prayers readily
adapted for Lutheran settings.

William G. Carter ed., Speaking of
Sewardship, Model Sermons on Money and
Possessions, Geneva Press, Louisville, Ky. 1998. Carter's

introduction is the best part of this tool. The sermonic examples would
profit from the application of the Law/Gospel paradigm.

Charles Cloughen Jr., One Minute Stewardship Sermons, Morehouse
Publishing, Harrisburg Pa. 1997. A resource from an Episcopal source that
is readily adapted for Lutheran settings. Good theory combined with practi-
cal examples.

Ray Miles, Offering Meditations, Chalice Press, St. Louis, 1997. A
collection of sixty-nine brief meditations supplementing the Cloughen
resource.
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“Back to Basics in Giving-Sacrificial Giving” An annual emphasis for con-
gregations. The six Bible studies highlight the connection between sacri-
fice, offering and worship. Stock number S21855, Concordia Publishing
House, 800-325-3040.

“The Offering That We Bring” A two-hour stewardship presentation avail-
able from the Department of Stewardship Ministry, The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod Foundation. Call 800-325-7912 for information.

“Stewardship Every Sunday” Package. A 150-word stewardship applica-
tion drawn from one of the assigned readings for each Sunday (and some
additional days) inthe A, B, C and Annual reading series. Comes with a
Biblical index of readings for quick reference. Stock number S16053,
Concordia Publishing House, 800-325-3040.

Stewardship Preaching Series A (1983) Series B (1984) Series C (1985),
Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis. While the series is somewhat
dated, it gives good examples for moving from liturgical texts to sermons.

“Divine Service | Narrative for Adults’ and “Divine Service |l Narative for
Children” Narrative Worship Service. Available from the LCMS
Commission on Worship, 800-248-1930, ext. 1740.
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