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Stewardship for
Children

Synopsis of Section

Children are members and workers in God's kingdom. We welcome
them as such at each child’'s Baptism. In the Sacrament of Baptism we say:
“We welcome you into the Lord's family. We receive you as (a) fellow
member(s) of the body of Christ, (a) child(ren) of the same heavenly
Father, to work with us in His kingdom.” The Biblical notion that every-
thing we have is a gift from God honors children in that our God (to whom
all things belong) has entrusted them with material
things, personal talents and their life for the benefit

of everyone andto the praise of God. Children, like
adults, are on amissionary journey.

Ministry with children is about molding and
shaping disciples for Christ. It's about building up,
motivating, encouraging and strengthening the
character of Christian leaders at a young age. We

want our children to understand that they

are indeed workers in God's kingdom

from the time of their Baptism. Investing
in children takes time, but it's well worth
the effort.

We must begin by asking ourselves:
» What is the child learning about himself or herself as a person and as
achild of God?

» What sense is the child making of the people around him and his
relationship with them?

* Isthis child learning anything about the use or misuse of al God has
given her?

» What sense of purpose is emerging as this child moves through the stages
of growth and development in the child’'s church community?
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Notes

The world of the child provides information from which children synthe-
size emerging faith. We must ask ourselves:

* How clearly we recognize the degree to which adult interaction influences
achild’'s mental picture of alife of stewardship.

« Do church leaders, especialy clergy, recognize the immense impact
teachers, parents, youth and adult members have on the faith nurturing of
young children?

Stewardship is clearly more than money. We aso engage in actions
which put our lives and work where our money isin the service of the
world. This section will guide you to consider seriously and intentionally
plan the kinds of special activities needed to assist in nurturing the mindset
of giving within children. Such a mind-set involves careful decisions made
by Christians so attitudes and behaviors follow the generous way of Jesusin
offering ourselves and our possessions for the well-being of the world and
the spread of the Gospel.

Outline for Participants

I. Introduction
Il. Review the Data
[11. Release Children into Ministry
IV. Program Idea List
V. Resources/Bibliography

l. Introduction
The Gift

The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
Galatians 5:6 (NIV)

Certain children who pass through a teacher’s classroom are remembered
long after they leave. John was one such child. He was a child with special
needs. In the classroom setting he required an extra measure of patience,
understanding and forgiveness. He is best described as a challenging child.
John impacted my life forever and taught me an important lesson. One day
when he presented me with the gift of an apple he announced with great
pride, “Here's an apple for you, Teacher. | took a bite out of it to make sure
it was just right for you.” That imperfect apple was one of the most signifi-
cant gifts I’ve ever received because of the thought behind it, the clear mes-
sage of care it conveyed, and because it came from a child who represented
a significant investment of my time and emotion. | treasured the gift most of
al because | really loved John!

God loves each of us beyond measure. He invested an eternity of love
and forgiveness in us. Our gifts to Him have credibility, not because they're
perfect or because we're terrific. Our gifts are special to our Lord because of
His great love for us. God turns our meager, sometimes damaged gifts, into
something wonderful and uses them to further His kingdom. Everyone, chil-
dren and adults alike, has something to give. No matter how imperfect or
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seemingly insignificant our gift, God transforms these gifts to further His
kingdom.

Tell children often you believe in them and you are thankful for the
opportunity to be in ministry with them. Provide opportunities for children
to give and receive gifts graciously and gratefully.

An Exercise

The primary (but not sole) responsibility for passing on the values of
God's people is entrusted to parents. Their key role enables them to ask
children to behave in certain ways, to live as the Christian community lives,
and to believe as we believe. We who are members of the Christian com-
munity are custodians of behaviors, lifestyles and beliefs which by impera-
tive from God need to be passed on to our children. Children are keen
observers, but their interpretations are not always accurate. Adults need to
model alife of giving for children.

Children are atreasure. They are entrusted to us (parents and the
Christian community) in order that we raise them as members of the Body
of Christ. Therefore, the primary task of the faith community is to help par-
ents keep God first in their lives.

As you begin to work intentionally at focusing children and families on
living alife of giving:

* ldentify the assumptions you have about how children learn best.

* Explore the impact your early years had on your own faith journey.
What was it like to be a young child in a faith community?

» Examine and clarify persona attitudes about children and how these
attitudes are communicated both verbally and nonverbally. What do you
believe about the church and children’s place in it? What “messages’ are
children in your faith community receiving from you and from other
adults? Are children learning that you value them and God's gifts they
bring to the faith community.

* Pray for children and their familiesin our country and around the world.

« Read John 6:1-13, the Feeding of the Five Thousand. How does this
portion of Scripture relate to stewardship education?

Il. Review the Data

A.List al the ministry programs your congregation has at this time.
How many of these programs deal with the needs of children and their
families? Highlight the programs designed specifically for ministry with
children. How well is stewardship education integrated into them?
List the reasons why your congregation ought to be more involved in
children’s ministry programs that intentionally integrate stewardship
education.

To help you begin your list, look for clues in the following which
includes portions of the introduction from “ Stewardship Ideas for Kids”
(Stock number S21833), LCMS Department of Stewardship: 1997.

Notes
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Notes

Many parishes have difficulty establishing a program of stewardship
education for children. Others find it hard to identify places where children
acquire stewardship knowledge, attitudes and skills. Some parish leaders
are satisfied that stewardship seems to be learned in a generally pervasive
manner through all the educational means of the congregation. Others
desire a more organized and identifiable program of stewardship education,
specific both in its content and its methodol ogy.

In either case, stewardship education must begin early in life. Aswith
all religious education, most spiritual knowledge, attitudes and skills are
learned in the same way that most of life’'s important lessons are learned:
continued exposure to what is being learned.

In asense, children are already engaged in akind of stewardship educa-
tion by virtue of their patterns of growth and development. If stewardship is
defined as “deliberate, responsible management of all that God has created
and provided,” then it is possible to view children as actively engaged in
responsibly managing and attempting to understand their own selves and
the world around them as they change and grow.

2 Cor. 5:15 stands as a banner for stewardship education: “ He died for
all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him
who died for them and rose again.” Children are included in the “ all”
Children too are to live as stewards for God and for others. Lessons
learned as a child are important building blocks for stewardship as adults.

Sewardship education begins early. Children learn by observing others.
The importance of training parents and teachers to be good stewards along
with modeling the stewardship life cannot be stressed enough. Training
parents and teachers to be stewards may be the first step of any congrega-
tion activity for children. Storytelling can expand the range of models
beyond the immediacy of the home and classroom. Children also learn by
participating in activities designed to teach stewardship. Continual expo-
sure, patient long-term learning is the key to Biblical stewardship for chil-
dren.

A very strong form of stewardship education for children takes placein
their daily lives as they observe the lifestyles of others. This can also be
true from a negative perspective. They may observe wrong attitudes and
habits that undermine Biblical stewardship principles. For example, selfish
and irresponsible management of what God has created and provided per-
meates society and under mines the basic building blocks of stewardship:
that God made us and we are managers of His world. Living for Him and
for others does not come naturally.

Stewardship leaders cannot deny the existence of this influence on chil-
dren, and the need to consider it as they determine how children will be
trained in a Christian understanding of stewardship.

B. Identify effective programs. Focus on the programs highlighted that
involve children and their families (see A above). Use the Evaluate
Children’s Ministry Programs worksheet to assess those programsin
light of stewardship education. Record the strengths and needed
improvements of each. Identify the strong programs and build on them
to nurture further stewardship education. Link the programs with
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potential to those proven to be effective. Recognize the programs God
has blessed and drop the others. Fewer may be better in order to provide
high-quality teaching and learning experiences.

Evaluate Children’s Ministry Programs Wor ksheet

Points of Strength: Programs effectively addressing the ministry needs of
children and their families:

Points for Improvement: Areas needing improvement in the congregation’s
ministry to children and their families.

Ways to link effective programs and strengthen them:

C. Use the “Possibilities and Challenges’ worksheet below to record ideas
as your team members brainstorm and consider the opportunities
available to your congregation for teaching children alife of giving.
Think also of the challenges or barriers that inhibit the achievement
of program goals and record them in the “challenges’ column.

Possibilities and Challenges Wor ksheet

Possibilities Challenges

D. Determine your desired outcome. Review your list of possibilities.
| dentify the number one priority and develop a desired outcome for that
activity. Describe what you want to achieve in the future—the end result.

Notes
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Example: Children and their families have opportunities to serve in
Notes worship.

E. Develop a strategy for every ministry program activity whether new or

old. (A strategy is a specific listing of actiong/activities with atime line
for each action/activity, which when completed result in the achievement

of adesired outcome.) Reproduce the Vision and Strategy worksheet to

record your action plans (strategies).

Enlarge worksheet below to record your plan for children’s ministry.

Planning for Children’s Ministry

Desired Strategy Deadline | Assigned Available | Evaluation

Outcome Resources Date

l11. Release Children into Ministry

We live in a society where consumerism abounds, where people either

lack or do not like discipline. However, when one is taken into the family

of God by God's initiative, the life of the disciple is one of discipline and

life-long struggle against the forces that would tear us away from Christ

and His church. What do we practice? Do we practice care for the environ-

ment? Thankfulness? Sharing? Generosity? Do we ;
practice critical judgment and resistance? Ultimately (g‘

the language of the Christian is, “God, where are You ﬂ_?hninq Bv
leading that | need to follow? Childrens finisty

.

A healthy church is one where members work Desived Ovilcome 7

together to reach their community for Christ. -$h rafeqq
Children have an uncanny ability to recognize the Dead|ine

difference between obligation and servanthood. A Agj hed

true servant’s heart views stewardship as awhole ,A/éu ble/i%bm'es

life response to what God has done, using all our Lyalustion Date

ures. The best gift we can give our children isto
model a servant’s heart.

giftsin service for Him—time, talent and treas- . ‘
=
H il
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Adults model when they:

« Serve with joy at all times. Notes

« Offer many opportunities to help others
use their gifts.

* Observe children and identify their
gifts.

 Encourage children to put their gifts
to use.

Look for children with giftsin music, leadership, art and hospitality:

» Match children’s gifts and abilities with service opportunities in church
and community.

* Train children for ministry during Sunday morning or weekday programs.

* Offer classes in drama, puppetry and other creative arts.

 Encourage the devel opment of relationships.

* Pair children with adult ushers, greeters, check-in people, parking lot
attendants and other service people.

Nurture children and their developing faith:

* Support parentsin their role as children’s first and primary nurturers.

« Encourage parents to have children join in conversations about how often
and how much income is returned to God.

* Involve children in the giving of the offering in worship as well.

 Welcome the active participation of children in worship.

* Train caregivers to be sensitive to children’s needs and fears and to
respond with loving actions.

* Encourage families to keep a family log of time spent “getting” and time
spent “giving.”

« Encourage families to plan love actions—simple things family members
can do to help one another and others outside the home—as they live
Jesus’ command to love one another.

« Provide brief prayers of thanksgiving for children and youth to use with
their offerings.

* Provide offering envelopes for children in a specially marked “Kid's
Korner.” (Arrange a special plan and way for children to bring their
offerings as a part of worship.)

« Invite children to serve as “shadow” greeters.

* Invite children to serve as “shadow” acolytes.

« Invite children to submit prayer requests.

« Invite children (even young children) to develop cover designs for
worship service folders and congregation newsl etters.

* Plan family servant events.

* Invite children to play the piano or other instruments during the
musical offering.

* Invite children to clean and maintain the nave—especially pick up
raisins and Cheerios.
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* Plan a children’s ministry camp for adults.

* Assist leaders, parents, grandparents and others to live their faith with
children.

IV. Program Idea List

As you develop your ministry to and with children, consider some of
the following ideas gleaned from S. O. L. 1. D. (“Seek Out Leadersin
Discipleship™).
A. Seek out leadersin Discipleship

* Build a discipleship team with third through sixth graders.
Involve children in packaging Bibles to be sent to the mission field.

« Enlist children to work with alocal food service agency to help food
pantries or other organizations that provide food for the needy.

* Ask children to commit time for regular worship attendance
and Bible study.

« Challenge children to tithe their allowance.

¢ Hold S.O.L.I.D. meetings during Sunday school, midweek or youth
events.

« Invite children to pray for their youth group, church and community by

holding prayer vigils and accepting confidential prayer requests. Help the

children organize a prayer chain.
« Plan for events for this group.

B. Servant Camp
* Organize a servant camp for children who have completed grades K-5.

The goal is to create a sense of servanthood in the hearts, minds and lives

of children and to help them discover the joy of serving.

 Research mission areas and servant projects which are fun, active, hands-

on experiences for children. Look for eye-opening experiences that will
empower, encourage and motivate children in the area of servanthood.
Don't shy away from hard work, cleaning or “Habitat for Humanity”
projects. Plan for adult supervision and guidance. An excellent resource
for Servant Camp is Beyond Leaf-Raking: Learning to Serve/Serving to
Learn, by Peter Benson, Ph.D. and Gene Roehlkepartain (Abingdon,
1993).

* Operate the camp in the summer Monday—Friday, 9 am.— 4 p.m,;
a half-day camp till noon; or one day per week during the school year.

« Provide transportation, food, supplies and staff costs.
* Celebrate what has been learned by adults and children.

« Record the serving camp week experience through pictures, videos,
and interviews.

« Display your pictures, etc.

« Host a mission and servanthood display booth for the congregation on a

Sunday morning following the camp.

10
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C. Foot Washing
Create a foot-washing experience using the example Jesus taught at the
Last Supper (John 13:1-20).

* Have children wash each other’s feet.

« Engage the children in conversation about their reactions to washing
each other’s feet.

* Do team-building activities to enhance the importance of working
together on service projects.

« Tak to the children about their God-given gifts and talents.

* Model being a gracious, humble and enthusiastic servant.

* Include discussion about being a thankful recipient and receiver of help
from others.

« Tell the children of their important role in their congregation.

D. Road Trips

Take a camp experience on the road to local neighborhoods. Make sure
to obtain permission from appropriate city officials and police ahead of
time. Train and screen al volunteers. Find a corner park or backyard for
your camp. Following are some possibilities:

The Artmobile. Fill a van with markers, crayons, scissors, glue, tape, yarn,
ribbon, scraps of paper, paper bags, newspaper, fabric, paper plates, string,
recyclable items, nature products, etc.

Base the camp theme on the Creation story. Have
children read the story, act it out, or use pup-
pets. Sing creation songs. Talk about how we
are all created by God and that HE sent
His Son to give us eternd life. Invite par-
§ ticipantsto be creative with the art mate-
f* rial. Provide participants brochures about
your congregation and invitations to worship
and other activities.

The Storymobile. Tell stories through puppets, drama and skits, pictures,
flannel boards, laptop computers, music and games. Choose stories that tell
about the life of Jesus. Tell the Christmas and Easter stories. Bring books
with a Christian emphasis. Provide brochures and invitations to your
church. Excellent resources for the Storymobile include: | Love to Tell
Bible Sories, by Karen Wright and Marti Beuschlein, Concordia
Publishing House © 1992; and Sure Can Use a Little Good News. 12
Gospel Plays in Rhyme, by Jeffrey E. Burkart, © 1996 Concordia
Publishing House.

E. S.O.S. (Service Over Self)

Distribute the publication SO.S,, Service Over Self, by Audrey
Duensing (available from the Department of Child Ministry, The Lutheran
Church—Muissouri Synod. Cost: $2.50 each or 25 for $50. Order directly
1-800-248-1930, Ext. 1269 or 1289). S.0.S. is designed to help families

Notes
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reach out to others and share Christ in their church and communities. The
publication includes a service project and family devotion for every month
of the year. This resource aso includes an additional 12 service projects for
children only. Consider using the books as gifts for visitors. The service
project is easily adapted and used for family nights or as an activity book
for S.O.L.I.D.
F. Commitment Cards
Create commitment cards and distribute them to children and their
families. Here are some examples:
Family Ministry Commitment “We are Jesus Helpers’
Ushers Banner Bearer
Greeters _____ Handbells/Chimes
Acolyte Drama
Crucifer Read Scriptures
Family Choir Design Bulletin Cover
Sign/Motion for hymns
Family Name
My Personal Commitment to Jesus
In response to what God has done for me and with the help of the
Holy Spirit, | will:
___ Tell my friends about Jesus
___Invite my friends to church/Sunday school
___Read my Bible regularly
__ Pray for my family and friends
___Attend worship with my family regularly
__Attend Sunday school regularly
____Attend the midweek program
__Attend specia children/family events
___Bring my weekly offering of
___Sing in the children’s choir
Your signature
Parent’s signature
Contents | Back | Next
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Children’s Time and Talent Page Notes
Name
Asachild of God and a member of the faith community, | promise
with the Holy Spirit’s help to:
At home:
Read my Bible daily
Listen to Bible stories daily
Pray often
Participate in family devotions
Love, honor and obey my parents
Act asachild of God in all | say and do
Other:
At Sunday school, midweek and VBS:
Attend class regularly
Learn memory work assignments
Invite my friends
Participate in church/school programs
Show love and respect for adults in charge
Help care for the classroom and materias
Bring my offerings regularly
Other:
At church:
Attend worship regularly with my family
Sing in the children’s choir
Respect church property
Use my best mannersin God's house
Listen and participate during services
Serve as acolyte
Play an instrument
Serve as areader
Other:
(Adapted from Children Are Members! © 1998. The Department of Child
Ministry, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Used by permission.)
G. Bubblin’ with God’s L ove Party
God first loved us. In response to this great love we serve others. God's
grace bubbles over in our lives.
* Purchase plastic jars of ready-made soap bubbles for each child.
Help children make a fun selection of bubblewands using squares of
13
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mesh screen, twist-tie wires or chenille wires by bending them into
different shapes.

» We distribute God's blessings to others. Go outside to blow bubbles.
After everyone has had enough time to enjoy the bubbles, gather the
group in acircle on the grass. Say: “Let’s try something different.
When| count to three, everyone blow one bubble. Let's watch to see
where they go.” A

* Ask: “What happened to the bubbles? Why did
the bubbles float away?’ Explain how God's
love does not “float away” as easily as
bubbles! Hisloveis so great we want to
spread it to others, just as the wind scatters
our bubbles. Discuss ways we can share
God's love with others?

» Ask the children to read Bible passages —
about stewardship living. i

« Conclude the party by inviting the children to .
participate in a servant project.

V. Resources/Bibliography

Stewardship Ideas for Kids Kit, S21823. Six age-graded
stewardship activity booklets. CPH, 1-800-325-3040.

110 Ways to Worship With Children, © 1998.
Congregational Services, Child Ministry, The
Lutheran Church—M issouri Synod.

Celebrating Our Faith brochure © 1995.
Congregational Services, Child Ministry, The
Lutheran Church—M issouri Synod.

Children Are Members! © 1998. Congregational
Services, Child Ministry, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

Developing Children’s Ministries for the 21st Century, © 1997.
Congregational Services, Child Ministry, The Lutheran Church—M issouri

Synod.

It Takes a Faith Community brochure, © 1995. Congregational Services,
Child Ministry, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

Islt a Lost Cause? by Marva J. Dawn. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B.
Eerdman’s Publlishing Co., © 1997.

SO.S, by Audrey Duensing © 1998. Congregational Services, Child
Ministry, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

VI. LCMS Stewardship Principles for Kids

Available for download from http://www.lcmsfoundation.org/stewardship
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