
  

THIS MINISTRY THAT WE SHARE 
 
 
 

JUNE and JULY, 2008 
Dear Pastors and Pastors’ Wives, Pastors' Widows, Vicars and Wives, DCEs and 

Spouses, Principals and Spouses, and DCOs and Spouses and Deaconesses 
and Spouses, 

 
"GOD’S AMAZING MERCY" 

 
But God who is rich in mercy, out of the great love in which He loved us even 
when we were dead through our trespasses made us alive together with Christ.

         Ephesians 
2:4-5 

 
St. Paul describes our past lives before we knew Christ in very stark and discouraging 
terms.  Without Christ we were dead through our trespasses, we lived in our passions of 
our flesh and followed the desires of body and mind. By nature, he says, we were children 
of wrath. But surprisingly, Paul replaces and overwhelms this bleak description in an 
astounding announcement: "But God, who is rich in mercy, out of his great love... has 
made us alive together with Christ... and raised us up with Him and made us sit with Him in 
the heavenly places."   
 
No matter who we have been or what we have done, no matter how badly we may feel or 
others may feel about us, we have the assurance that "But God" has been written over our 
past lives.  Have we wasted years of our lives by habits of which we are now ashamed? 
Are we guilty of having wronged people, even family and friends, in ways that we never 
thought we were capable of doing? Have we regrets or sorrows?  There is an answer---
BUT GOD... 
 
If we continue to feel guilty we need to step back from our past, from our preoccupation 
with our wrongs and passions, until we can see them framed by God's amazing mercy; 
until our perspective again includes God's great promises of forgiveness and restoration; 
until once more we can see the cross of Christ "towering o'er the wrecks of time.”  Then we 
will be assured again that God's grace is greater than all our sin. 
 
Any guilt or condemnation presently in our lives can be swallowed up once we are willing 
to let go of it, and throw ourselves upon the overcoming mercy of God.  If we have 
confessed our sins and have received God's forgiveness, then "But God..." covers the past 
and paves the way for the future.  How thankful we can be that we have a Savior who truly 
sets us free. 
 
Oh God, whose glory it is to always have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone 
astray from your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith 
to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth  of Your Word. Amen. 
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MORE HERALDS CALLED TO THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT 
 

→ Trinity – Monroe, LA, consecrated DCE Intern Dawn Lero June 1st.  Dawn is a 
graduate of the DCE program at Concordia – Austin.  She is married to Carl, who has 
completed one year at the St. Louis Seminary.  After graduating together, they went on 
to the seminary with hopes that Dawn would find an intern placement in the St. Louis 
area.  When that did not come to fruition, Carl decided to take a year off from the 
seminary so that Dawn could be placed elsewhere.   

 
→ Deaconess Loraine Rathman, PhD, will be providing spiritual and emotional care in 

the Southern District.  Dr. Rathman will be primarily responsible for the further 
development, delivery, and expansion of Our Story Matters.  This is a project whereby 
people impacted by Katrina and Rita share, record, and preserve their priceless, faith-
based stories surrounding these historic hurricanes; and, pass their stories on as a 
legacy to future generations within their families.  The program will be introduced to 
other interested professionals and volunteers who will be trained in its implementation.  

 
 

LET US PRAY… 

 
BEREAVEMENTS 

 
 Randal Ehrichs’ father, Wilmer John Ehrichs, died on May 4th in Omaha, NEB.  At the 

time of his death, Wilmer was a resident of Denison, IA.  Funeral services were 
conducted by Rev. Kurt Kaiser at Zion – Denison on May 7th.  Pastor Kaiser was 
Randal’s pastor.  Randal was able to fly to Omaha before his father went to his 
heavenly home.  Randal’s family drove 24 hours straight to be there for the services.  
Randal serves Good Shepherd – Panama City, FL. 

 Lorna Menzel’s mother, Adeline (Mrs. Berthold) Streufert died on her 85th birthday, 
May 30th, in Minnesota.  Services were held June 4th, at Peace Lutheran Church – 
Fairbault.  She is survived by seven children and was preceded in death by her 
husband, Bert, and one son, Robert.  Lorna's mother experienced a stroke on Mother's 
Day and life had been very difficult since that time.  Lorna was able to travel to 
Minnesota the Wednesday night before her mother’s death on Friday.  Five of the 
children were able to be with their mom at the time of her passing from this side of 
heaven to heaven itself.  What a way to join the angels in heaven and celebrate a 
birthday! 

 Warren Davis’ mother, Mary Ruth Davis, joined the Saints Triumphant on June 8th  at 
91 years of age.  Funeral services were held at Bethlehem – Prattville, AL, on June 
14th.   

 
In life and in death, we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus 

knowing that in Him we experience new life now and forever. 
Our peace rests in Him! 
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ILLNESSES AND INJURIES 
 

 Carolyn Archbold (Wife of Gary who serves the Dual Parish of Redeemer – 
Deridder, LA, and Trinity – Leesville, LA) has recently had a great deal of respiratory 
and Asthma problems.    She also had some diabetes issues.    

 Agnes Belknap (Wife of Bob who serves Zion – Bogalusa, LA) came through her two 
"Long Needle" procedures without incident.  The second procedure was for the other 
side of her L4-L5 area.   

 Warren Davis’ (Jehovah – Pensacola, FL) oldest brother is hospitalized after 
suffering multiple strokes. 

 Harlan Heiserman (Shepherd of the Bay – Lillian, AL) began his chemotherapy 
treatments July 16th for pancreatic cancer.  He suffered some complications on the 
drive home from Minnesota and was hospitalized briefly in Kentucky.    

 Hal Kieschnick (former Executive Assistant for Parish Services) underwent tests 
to determine cause of recent nausea. The biopsy indicates a return of his previous 
melonoma.   Three lesions were detected in the brain.  His oncologist is recommending 
radiation instead of chemotherapy.  Hal and his wife, Hank, continued with their plans 
to meet with immediate family to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary in the 
Smokies.  The radiation treatments began when they returned from their trip the week 
of June 23rd. 

 James Lauer fainted in the Memphis airport on his return from the 140th anniversary of 
his previous parish in Minnesota.  He was hospitalized there for a strep infection.  He 
has recovered.  Recently, he has experienced issues of balance and falling and will 
soon see his doctors in Mobile where he is retired. 

 JoAnn Ramsey (Wife of Tony who serves Immanuel – Vredenburg, AL, and is 
Acting President of Concordia – Selma, AL)  was recently hospitalized. In the SICU 
(Surgery Intensive Care Unit) she had several blood transfusions and is on a blood 
thinner to prevent blood clots.  Tony reports, “She has been and is a very sick lady but 
we are keeping the faith and praying that the Lord will enable her to recover.” 

 Mindy Schrader (Wife of Stephen who serves Prince of Peace – Ft. Payne, AL) 
recently underwent a MRI which showed cancer in her T11 and T12 vertebrae, along 
with some compression fractures.  She began radiation therapy on her spine which 
should give her some much needed relief from her constant back pain.  Steve writes, “I 
am fully convinced that she is still with us because of the many prayers that have been 
brought before the Lord on her behalf. We thank you and continue to covet those 
prayers.  Our daughter Becky is expecting her third child in January.  Mindy wants to 
live long enough to see this new baby! By the grace of God she will!”  
 

May these friends be led by the Spirit to know they are held in nail pierced hands 
and are being lifted up in prayer by their fellow saints throughout the District. 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

 Orv and Clara Mueller request prayers for God's daily blessings in the life of their son 
Kevin as he serves six months in Iraq.  Orv is a former Southern District President.  He 
and Clara live in the St. Louis area. 

 
 Bob and Agnes Belknap’s son, Rob, detached from Parris Island, South Carolina, on 

June 20th.  His actual assignment is not to be published at this time other than that he 



4 
 
 

 

has to report to the 2nd Marine Expeditionary Force, CLNC.  His wife, Paula, and their 
children are now with Agnes and Bob.  Please keep him and his family in your prayers.  
Bob serves Zion – Bogalusa, LA. 

 
SIGNIFICANT DISTRICT & CHURCH 

OCCASIONS / EVENTS 
 

DISTRICT OFFICE RELOCATES 
The Southern District office has relocated to Mandeville, Louisiana.  This location is north 
of New Orleans across Lake Pontchartrain.  This announcement was previously made to 
all congregations through our This Ministry That We Share E-list distribution; we continue 
to receive correspondence to our previous addresses in New Orleans.   
Please note our new address: 
 

68446 Tammany Trace Dr. STE 5 
Mandeville, LA 70471-7793 
Main Office Phone # 504-282-2632 
Fax #    504-283-4885 

 
CHURCH EXTENSION FUND: 504-282-2633 or 1-888-493-5962 

 
DIRECT LINES 

PRESIDENT’S OFFICE 
Rev. Kurt Schultz 985-718-4855 Assistant Marion Kennedy 985-635-4382 
PARISH MINISTRIES 
Rev. Gary Faith 985-718-0980 Assistant Cindy Pecarrere 985-635-4383 
PARISH SERVICES 
Mr. Gene Menzel 504-324-2807  
BUSINESS AND FINANCE 
Mr. Jack Kellison 985-635-4385 Assistant Janice Howard 504-708-2598  
      Assistant Ronnie Trauth 504-282-2633 

 
BABIES BORN 

• Adam and Melanie Sorenson welcomed Elijah into their family on April 18th, about 
three weeks earlier than expected.  Elijah joins Isaiah who is loving being a big brother.  
Jonathan serves St. Mark’s – Elberta, AL, as their vicar. 

• Gordon and Kathy Schamber welcomed their third grandchild, Emilie Kate Schamber, 
on June 20th.  Emilie was 20 inches long and weighed 7 lbs. 2.7 ounces.  Gordon and 
Kathy serve Trinity – Baton Rouge, LA, as principal and Early Childhood Director 
respectively.  This is their third grandchild and the first child for their son and his wife, 
Stephen and Amanda Schamber. 

• Evie Thies gave birth to a healthy baby boy on Sunday morning at 7:32 AM (June 
22nd) and her husband, Daniel made it to his congregation, Eternal Trinity – Milton, 
FL, for the 8:00 AM service.  The new baby will join brothers, Nathaniel and Simeon, 
and sister, Lydia.  
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We pray that God will continue to bless your family 
as you bring this child to receive the gracious gift of eternal life 

with Jesus in the waters of Baptism. 

 
EXPECTING 

• Monique and Philip Miller (Christ – Chalmette, LA) are expecting their fifth child in 
July.  They will have a houseful with five children under the age of five in tow! 

• Brandon and Trisha Simoneaux are expecting their second child mid-July.  Brandon 
serves Christ Our Savior – Harvey, LA. 

• Floyd and Sherrill Smithey (Our Savior – Columbus, MS) are going to be 
grandparents!  Jesse and Laura are expecting a baby around the end of October 

 
SIGNIFICANT JULY ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES 
5 years-Timothy V. Maslowski – July 27, 2003 Beautiful Savior –  

Olive Branch, MS 
5 years-Wesley T. Kan – July 13, 2003  Redemption-Panama City, FL 
20 years-Kelly C. Bedard – July 10, 1988 Candidate-Cadillac, MI 
25 years-Walter C. McCrillis, II – July 10, 1983 Emeritus-Milton, FL 
35 years-James P. Brown – July 22, 1973 St. Matthew – Pensacola, FL 
35 years-Warren H. Davis – July 22, 1973 Jehovah – Pensacola, FL 
35 years-Ulmer Marshall – July 22, 1973  Trinity – Mobile, AL 
45 years-Bernard H. Ansorge – July 21, 1963 Ascension-Huntsville, AL 
45 years-J. Mark Kuehnert – July 14, 1963 Christ – Albertville, AL 
45 years-Siegfried J. Kunz – July 7, 1963 Immanuel – Bossier City, LA 
45 years-Edward B. Rogers – July 7, 1963 Emeritus – Elberta, AL 
45 years-Siegfried J. Kunz – July 7, 1963 Immanuel – Bossier City, LA 
55 years-Russell D. Killion – July 12, 1953 Emeritus  – Montgomery, AL 
60 years-I. Carl Cameron – July 12, 1953 Emeritus  – Birmingham, AL 
 

INSTALLATION 
Rev. David Tilney was installed as pastor of Ascension – Daphne, AL, on June 8th.   
David Tilney is a Michigan native.  He left Orlando, FL, where he served Christ the King as 
Assistant Pastor.  He and his wife, Lisa, have one daughter, Rose Christine.  President 
Schultz officiated at the installation. 

 
ORDINATIONS AND INSTALLATIONS 

 Candidate Ben Bahr was ordained and installed June 15th at 3 PM at Trinity – Baton 
Rouge, LA, as Associate Pastor.  Senior Pastor, Rev. Scott Schmieding was the 
officiant. 

 Candidate Ken Buth will be ordained and installed August 10th at Trinity – Sulphur, 
LA, as Sole Pastor. 

 Candidate John Cantele will be ordained and installed August 17th at Peace – 
Oxford, MS, as Sole Pastor.  

 Candidate Stephen DeMik will be ordained and installed August 16th at Holy Trinity – 
Covington, LA, as Associate Pastor. 
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FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 
→ Don Little (Atonement – Metairie, LA, Senior Pastor) retired from his pastorate June 

22nd.  So. Dist. President, Rev. Kurt Schultz, conducted the Farewell and Godspeed 
Service during the congregation’s weekend services.  Don and his wife, Karen, will be 
moving near Abilene, TX.  Karen will be leaving her staff position at Atonement as 
technical consultant and Chair of the Board of Control of Lutheran High School – 
Metairie, LA.  Don, the Southern District thanks you for your 35 years of ministry in the 
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod and your four years of ministry at Atonement!   

→ Mike Taylor (St. Paul’s – Foley, AL) accepted the call to Holy Cross – Cleveland, OH, 
in the English District.  He served St. Paul’s since January of 1999.  Michael and Susan 
and their family (Kathryn, Emily, Kevin and Angela) moved after Michael’s last service 
at St. Paul’s on June 2nd.   Some of you may remember Michael’s operatic voice when 
he sang at the 2003 District Convention.  He is a trained musician and a Tenor soloist.  
Susan served as the Director of St. Paul’s Early Childhood Program. 

 
 

ANNIVERSARY SERVICES 
 ST. PAUL – BIRMINGHAM, AL, kicked off their 55th Anniversary Celebration on April 

27th.  Their celebration will culminate on October 19th with an anniversary banquet 
celebration on October 17th.  President Schultz will be the guest speaker. Their long-
time pastor, Rev. Thomas R. Noon, will retire a short time later on November 9th.   

 FIRST ENGLISH – METAIRIE, LA, will celebrate 120 years of God’s blessings in a 
special worship service on July 13th at 3 PM.  Dr. Dale Meyer, President of Concordia 
Seminary, will give the sermon. 

 GRACE – MANY, LA, will celebrate ten years as a LCMS congregation on September 
7th in an afternoon service.  President Schultz will be one of the participating pastors.  

 HOLY TRINITY – TUPELO, MS, will celebrate the 50th Anniversary of their charter on 
the 19th of October.  A special afternoon worship service (3 PM) will be held with a 
celebration program and dinner following. 

 CHRIST – ALBERTVILLE, AL, will celebrate their 25th anniversary on November 9th in 
their 10:30 AM worship service. 

 
 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT MEMBER ENTERS MISSIONARY SERVICE 
Go to this link http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=13362 to see a 
photo of Ms. Ashley Angerman, daughter of Rev. Ray Angerman of Good 
Shepherd – Shalimar, FL.  Ashley will be serving in the Czech Republic as
an English-as-a-Foreign-Language Teacher from August 15, 2008 until July 
1, 2009.  The link listed here will provide you an opportunity to contribute in 
any way to this mission through prayer or a monetary donation or both.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=13362
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A MISSION OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU! 
WHERE? Panama City, PANAMA (not Panama City, Florida) 
This is an opportunity to serve, to share Jesus, to sight see and to grow in 
your life in Christ as you share with people of another culture and with the
people in the group.  
WHEN? October 14 through October 21, 2008 
WHAT? The Lutheran Hours Ministry Center in Panama – Cristo Para 
Todas Las Naciones or Christ for All Nations is in need of additional space.
Our team will help with one of three phases in the expansion of the Lutheran
Hours Ministry Center.  We will work with a project leader and local
volunteers. 
WHO? Ten to twenty people willing to travel to another country to work, 
to share, and to take the opportunity to learn a little of what life is like in
another country, willing to serve by giving of your time and resources to help
complete the Lutheran Hours Ministry Center, and to take the time to share 
the love of Jesus through words and action in another culture. 
WHY?  Jesus: “GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS!” 
 
For more information contact: Ray Scheer, Gulf District Pastoral Advisor  
Phones:985-892-1239 or 985-892-5652  /  Email:rayscheer@juno.com 
 

SO DIST DELTO VICAR MAKES TV COMMERCIAL 
DELTO Vicar Dr. Ed Rosser, by chance, met someone involved in local 
network television programming.  As a result of their meeting, Vicar Rosser 
was given the opportunity to produce, free of charge, a television commercial 
for Solid Rock Lutheran Church – Argo, AL.  The format is one of an 
interview in which Vicar Rosser begins with a short historical background of 
Lutheranism noting the story of Martin Luther and the 99 Thesis.  Bullet
points include STAY WITH THE FOCUS.  Vicar Rosser explains how 
sermons are based on Biblical texts which are predetermined for the entire 
year.  Photos of congregational members Sharing The Peace are shown. 
Another bullet point is RECEIVE THE BLESSINGS with an explanation of 
how Lutherans celebrate Holy Communion.  Vicar Rosser ends the two 
minute commercial indicating that CHRIST IS THE FOCUS; it’s all about the 
cross and the gift of God’s sacrifice for each of us.  “My grace is sufficient for
you.”  Now, was this a chance meeting with the television representative?
What do you think? 

FREE RESOURCE 
The Holy Bible and Luther's Small Catechism, translated into Spanish and 
published in a single volume, is now available from the Lutheran Heritage
Foundation, a recognized service organization of the LCMS. Pastors, 
missionaries and laypeople are encouraged to order a copy (or multiple
copies, if there is a need in your congregation or area) by calling (800)554-
0723, or by visiting the LHF website at www.LHFmissions.org. LHF is a 
mission organization dedicated to translating and publishing Lutheran 
materials into languages around the world.  There usually is no charge for 
any LHF materials, but donations of $10 per Bible to help cover shipping and
handling costs are greatly appreciated. 
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OUR STEWARDSHIP OF HIS RESOURCES 
DISTRICT/SYNOD MISSION SUPPORT 

BUDGET    2007 (1,080,000) 2008 (1,090,000 ) 
Budget through May 15th  $360,000  $363,333  
Income through May 15th   $371,516  $340,574 
Budget through June 15th   $450,000  $454,167 
Income through June 15th  $447,103  $437,308 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS-2008 and 2009! 
 

CTS Continuing Education Presents 
DR. ADAM S. FRANCISO on Luther, Islam, and the West 

Redeemer Lutheran Church – Fairhope, AL – August 4-6, 2008 
For more information contact: Rev. Ross Johnson, 251-928-8397 

 
PASTORS’ WIVES RETREAT 

DATES: October 31, Nov. 1 & 2, 2008 
LOCATION: Blue Springs Baptist Conference Center in Marianna, Florida 
SPEAKER: Mrs. Terry Kieschnick, wife and companion of Rev. Dr. Gerald B. 

Kieschnick, President of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
THEME: In His Keeping 
 
If you have not received a letter of information at your home address, please send an email to 
Marion Kennedy at marion.kennedy@southernlcms.org giving her your email address and 
Mailing address. 

 
DATES AND LOCATION HAVE BEEN SET  

FOR THE 72nd SOUTHERN DISTRICTCONVENTION! 
June 18-20, 2009 are the dates for the 72nd Convention of the 
Southern District.  Delegates and guests will convene in the same 
location as three years ago at the Holiday Inn Select – Baton 
Rouge, LA.  Dr. Paul L. Maier will be our Synodical 
Representative.  Our theme will again be based on the verse: 
“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.”  
Acts 1:8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:marion.kennedy@southernlcms.org
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NEW SOUTHERN DISTRICT WEBSITE 
The Southern District site is back home at its old address before Katrina at 
www.southernlcms.org   The site continues to undergo further development and 
expansion.  Please let us hear what you want to see at the site.  To do this, go to the site 
and click on the “About Us” button and there you will see a button to “Contact Us” and you 
can send the idea to the person closest connected with your interest or desire.  We desire 
to be the site where additions can be readily made and where District congregations and 
schools can find information and congregations/schools can also share great ideas.  We 
want a kindling partnership to grow throughout the Southern District.  
 

 
 

Southern District Kindle Gatherings serve as orientation workshops to help pastors and lay 
leaders grow in the dimensions of Ablaze! and the Fan into Flame effort. Fan into Flame is the 
invitation for congregations and individuals to help fund Ablaze! projects that spread the Gospel 
message of Jesus Christ in their communities, in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida, in 
North America, and around the world. 
 
The Kindle Gatherings are designed to: 
• celebrate and discuss our mission outreach,  
• provide an overview of Ablaze! and Fan into Flame,  
• give options for how your congregation can participate, and 
• answer your questions. 

 
Fan into Flame affords the congregation with the opportunity to intentionally talk about mission 
and taking part in Fan into Flame. The informational 90-minute Kindle Gatherings do not commit 
you or your congregation to take part in any way. You will gain information and tools to use if your 
congregation chooses to participate. Of course, we cannot think why a congregation would not 
choose to participate in a mission endeavor.  Upcoming Kindle Gatherings are scheduled for: 
 
 
                Date                          Place Time 
SUNDAY, JULY 20 ST. PAUL’S – CULLMAN, AL 

513 4th Avenue SE (35055-4398) 5 PM 

SUNDAY, JULY 27  GRACE – MOBILE, AL 
1356 Government Street (36604-2099) 5 PM 

  
 

What if I was unable to attend the Kindle Gathering scheduled in my area?  You are 
encouraged to get in touch with your circuit coordinator who can provide an overview of 

http://www.southernlcms.org/
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the Fan into Flame initiative.  Also, you can find further information on the Southern 
District website at:  www.southernlcms.org  Six pilot congregations in the Southern 
District are currently working through the Fan into Flame campaign. The congregational 
phase for all other congregations is slated to place in the Fall and finish before Advent 
2008.  Fan into Flame is designed in such a way that each congregation locally decides 
how they desire to involve the congregation in the mission effort. 
 
We are most appreciative of the FanintoFlame Circuit Coordinators who are leaders and 
cheerleaders in this effort.  The following is a list of the coordinators. 
 

FanintoFlame  CIRCUIT COORDINATORS Circuit 
MR. CAL BEHRENS LA, NEW ORLEANS - LUTHERAN HIGH 504-455-4062 1-2-3 
REV.SCOTT SCHMIEDING LA, BATON ROUGE - TRINITY 225-272-3110 4 
REV. PAUL McCOMACK LA, MONROE - TRINITY 318-322-3507 5 
REV. CHARLES MILLER LA, LAKE CHARLES - ST. JOHN 337-478-5666 6 
REV. STEPHEN KOENIG MS, CLINTON - OUR REDEEMER 601-924-9999 7 C 
REV. VIC MASLOWSKI MS, OLIVE BRANCH-BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR 662-890-7272 7 N 
REV. EDDIE SCHELER AL, DECATUR - ST. PAUL'S 256-353-8759 8 
REV. DAVID MOERBE AL, GARDENDALE - GOOD SHEPHERD 205-631-6590 9 
REV. JAMES BROWN FL, PENSACOLA - ST. MATTHEW 850-477-0567 10 
REV. KEITH RINGERS AL, ELBERTA-ST - MARK'S 251-986-8133 11 
REV. FERRY NYE AL, MONTGOMERY - UNITED 334-262-4326 12/13 
REV. PAUL ELAM AL, MONTGOMERY - ST. PAUL 334-272-6214 12/13 
REV. ROD PASCH LA, SLIDELL - BETHANY 985-643-3043 14 
REV. DANNY KOYN FL, PANAMA CITY - TRINITY 850-763-2412 15 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, You have made us a missionary people by calling us out of darkness 
into Your marvelous light and declaring us to be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth. Strengthen us in our resolve to use every opportunity to share 
the Gospel. Bless the gifts we offer and use them to carry the Good News to places we 
cannot go. Use us and our gifts in Your service that Your Kingdom may grow and many 
may be saved.  In Your precious and powerful name we pray. Amen. 
 
 

PARISH SERVICES 
 

Restore! Senior High Youth Gathering Report  
 

 

God blessed the Gathering with 170 participants (youth and adults) 
at the RESTORE! Gathering on June 26-29 at Camp Restore!  We 
were also blessed with a wonderful staff and volunteers to support 
the Gathering experience.  The Gathering provided opportunity to 
participate in servant events, Bible study, breakout interest sessions, 
and mass events along with a time for fun time and devotional/family 
time.  The feedback was very positive about the experience of 

http://www.southernlcms.org/
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helping others, growing in prayer, and a growing passion to be involved in the local 
congregation. 
 
We all deal with disasters of various types in our lives - from the Katrinas, to relationship 
problems, to addictions, to sin that seeks to control us.  These disasters make us lose 
control of our lives and throw us into despair.  1 Peter 5:7 reminds us to throw all our 
worries and anxieties onto Christ, who has suffered The Disaster of all disasters for us.  
Once we no longer are worried or anxious about our out of control lives, all we can do is 
praise the Lord and serve Him.  Christ Restores our lives daily (1 Peter 5:10) but takes our 
restoration one step further by showing us how He loves us and will continue to care for us 
by revealing His Word to us. (Luke 24:45 - Jesus is alive and has restored the disciples, 
but now opens the scriptures to them.) 
 
As we grow in being anxiety free and fully restored as God's perfect children, we react to 
His love by sharing his Gospel with the world.  We cannot stand still - we have to spread 
the word like an excited little child.  We share the Good News where God has placed us in 
the world, trusting in His Spirit's power to speak through our mouths and actions.  Matthew 
5:16  "Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven"   While we react and share Christ with the world, we 
must still pause and be with His Word and Sacrament so that He can continue to restore 
us and keep us in His will. 
 
We extend a special thank you to Camp Restore and the staff for being our superb host! 
 
 

THIS HOPE THAT WE SHARE – 
DISASTER RECOVERY 

 
To see RAI's (Recovery Assistance Incorporated) web site 

for their most recent news, go to - www.lcmsrelief.org - 
and choose Newsletter from the menu options. 

 
LINCNewOrleans Web Site Available for Connections 

 
LINCNewOrleans hopes to be a connecting force in the greater 
New Orleans area.  If your church/community has an ongoing 
event, resource, or link that you would like us to list on the 
LINCNewOrleans web site – www.lincneworleans.com – please send 
us that information. 

 
 

http://www.lcmsrelief.org/
http://www.lincneworleans.com/
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VACANCIES/CALLS AS OF JULY 9, 2008 
 
CONGREGATIONS IN THE CALLING PROCESS FOR PASTOR 

Birmingham, AL – Vestavia Hills    
Auburn, AL – Trinity  
Dothan, AL – Trinity 
Hartselle, AL – Christ Our Redeemer  
Mobile, AL – Mt. Calvary 
Pensacola, FL – Redeemer 
Corinth, MS – Prince of Peace 

 
KATRINA CONGREGATIONS IN TRANSITION 
New Orleans, LA –  Bethel / Our Savior / Gloria Dei / Prince of Peace  
 

CALLS ACCEPTED 
Mr. Jonathan Mueller (new graduate placement) to Lutheran High School – Metairie, LA 
Mr. Jeffrey Neuman (new graduate placement) to Lutheran High School – Metairie, LA 
Ms. Jessica Selbe (new graduate placement) to Atonement – Metairie, LA 
Rev. Tracy Nelson of Trinity (Algiers) – New Orleans, LA, to St. Paul’s – Muncie, IN 
Rev. Michael S. Taylor of St. Paul’s – Foley, AL, to Holy Cross – Cleveland, OH 
 

CALLS PENDING 
Rev. Christopher Cole of Perryville, MO, to Redeemer – Pensacola, FL 
Rev. Frank Kinast of University – Tuscaloosa, AL, to Zion – Stillwater, OK 
Rev. Frank Kinast of University – Tuscaloosa, AL, to Immanuel Lutheran Church and 
Student Center – Lawrence, KS 

 
 

PAX (sleeping peaceful in Christ),  Kurt 
  


	ILLNESSES AND INJURIES
	VACANCIES/CALLS AS OF JULY 9, 2008
	CONGREGATIONS IN THE CALLING PROCESS FOR PASTOR


